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Popular Education.

The institutes of public school teach-
ers do not receive us much allention
from the people as they deserve, ‘T'hese
institutes are really of more Iinteres!
and importance Lhan the political
meetings to which the people give pret-
erence of consideration, and it s to be
regretted for many and substantial
considerations that so wmuch indiller-
ence exists with regard to their pro-
ceedings. 1t is trite to say that the
education of the musses 18 indispensable
to the security and progress of our svs-
tem of government. The idei ol popus
lar sovereignty carries with it the amphi-
cation of popular Intelligence wd &

gradual increase of the aegregule sum
of useful knowledge ALl least nine-
tenths of the children of the country

only such obtuin edueation as is pro
vided by the public schools, and it
follows that the intluence of these
schools in ali Lhe Helds of ordimary
employment surpiusses that of  an
other one agency. The functions
of the teachers huve a direct and

serious relation to the common weliare

and prosperity, They are not less
worthy of support and honoer, when
their work is well done, than the

laws and the
battles,

nilects

statesmen who wake oug
commanders who win
Their service is of a kind
the very foundations of
goes to the shaping of
acter and national destiny, not in
respect aloue, but in an inclusive
coinplete sense,

It is easy to see, therefore, thal
gathering of public school teachers has

our
Lhat
sociely, w®nid
nationil chir-
oL

and

b

a highly important  meaning, and
should nol be lightly regarded. We
derive {rom such gatherings our beat
information &s to the vcondition and

prospects of the cause of education tu
its broad and practical signiticance,
Those who attend the wmweetings of
these bodies, however, or read the
reports of the proceedings with sulli
cient care to comprehend them, will
find that while the public schools are
generally believed Lo be operaling  suc-

cessfully, they are notl coming up 1o
thelr possibilities. [ is an unpopolar
assertion to wake, but it s a4 tact,

nevertheless, that the vast amount of
money appropriated for the education
of the masses does nol produce the
best attainable results, The teachers
themselyes tacitly admit as by
pointing out how numerous duprove:
ments could be made. They do not
acknowledge any fault on their own
part: and vet there i3 reason o believe
that some of thelr methods and  tend
encies are decidedly hurtful, Certain
ly their theory of arbitrary clussitica
tion, for instance, has the ¢ilect, often,
of suppressing as much talent as it
develops. The pupils are forced there-
by to a common level and & uniform
process of mental growth, 88 80 muny
animals are fattened for warket.
There is a constant waste of jutellect
ual energy on account of this lack of
discrimination as to different degrees
and kinds of capacity, and medioerity
accordingly becomes the rule, with

tiuch

uo

chance for euperiority to make its
due prgress and gain  its  just
advantage. Other defects and draw-

backs might be mentioned. Sources of
complaint are numerous, and it is not
a suflicient avpswer Lo say that the
schools deserve prajse for their present
measure of effectiveness when the
opportunities to make them very much
better are persistently ueglecled,

The special commissioner sent Lo
this country by the London Chronicle
to investigate the Venezuelan mautter,
states the situation correctly when he
says that, while President Cleveland’s
message was one of peace, “behind it
has sprung up national sentiment
which it would be ulter wadpess oo
the part of the English people to disre-
gard or underestimate,”' lo  other
words, the best thing Lord Salisbury
can do is Lo put himself in an arbitrat
ing mood as soon as possible.

It is reported from across the water
that Lord Salisbury’s position on the
Venezuela question s unchanged. It
is very noticeable, however, that Lhere
is & great deal more talk in LEngland
of fixing up the matter without making
an enemy of Uncle Sam than was the
case A few days ago.

The United States still has nearly a
thousand million acres of land tor sale,
Leaving out Alaska, the government
land embraces 60D 503,405 acres. A
war with Eogland would add British
America, but the people of this country
are not anxious for war nor greedy for
more territory.

Kruger’'s little republie i= larger than
New York and New England combined,
That is one resson why the Britisk lion
i suxions to get its paws on it.

Literary Notes.

The 1'eterson Maguzine for January
is & geim, artistically, and frowm a
literary standpoint, and the falthfu!
ness with whieh ‘ts publishers have
lived up to their prowises in the past
i8 & safe augury that the Jusouary num- |
| ber 18 an index to the excellent things |
to be given inthis magazine during
the year. The article on Washington
—Lhe citizen, soldier, stateman, pi
triot, alone is worth wmany times the
price of & yemr’'s subseription, and |
“I'he Forty lmmortals” isa treasure '
trove of good things. The portraits
uud illustrations are all of the highest
degree of artistic excellence,

Awmong the manv notable features to

appear in McClure's Magazine in the
next few mwonths, is an article on Col,
Ellsworth, by Col. Jobn Hay. Elis

worth's death at Alexandria—*"the list |
conspicious vietim of the war''—al-
Lhough Le was only twenly-four, was
the dramatic end of 8 most rowantic
ardd picturesque career, and no one

knows i1s details so well as Colonel

Hay. kKlsworth “wus one of the dem
esl of the rifends of wy youlh,” savs|
Colonel Hay., Moreover, he was a par
ticular fuvorite and joobeye of President |
Lincoln’s when Colopel Hay was Lin-
colu’s private secretury. Colonel Hay's
paper, therefore, is one of guite extra

ordisary interest. ‘T'here will be pub
liahed with it some very interesting
prctures, K. A. Robinson, who, as

editor of the Ciyil and Military Guazette,
al Laliore, India, had Rudyard Kipling
for bis assistant and lived in the closest
tntimacy with hiw, hus written a paper
telling all about Kipling's life in  India
—how he ground at the editor's desk,
dally doing the drudgery of three
four ordinary wmen, aud wmaking
wodest ventures toward a wider
as opportunity offered, and
his persopal manners and
at the time when he was
ning to be known.
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ApPpPearance
Just begin

Great Offer,

Send me the numes and adidresses of
three or more good canvassers, with 2
cents in postage stumps and 1 will mail
you copy of “The World Family Regis-
ter™ neatly tubed, pucked and u
prepald, That sells everywhere for $1.00
Elegantly engraved, W xNl, It
cost $2000 to Ilru.ilu't'. _'\thin-nn

H. S ruouse,
Inclmn um][s Ind.

sluge

slie

} Iwell

Futt "tavior
Tuesday,

Clarence Glassburn of Fostoria, .,
visited with friends here over Sunday.

Mis, stinchomb of Greenville visited
ber brother. 1. J. Elarton, over Sun
haw

I Bogert has tinished Lis logging job

il busipess in - Alma

which he had taken from F, I, ol
lasks
steven Potter and wife of Mt. 1'lens-

anl visited with friends lere v Satur-
day lust,

Tas. Wirk,who has been visiting with
friends here and Alma for the past few
weels, left for his home in Chicago on
Mondav last,

Ed. Motlit and wife were agreeably
surprised on last Friday eveniong by u
number of voung people. A very
pleasant evening was spent,

We understand that Dick & Shafer
have purchased a Lwenly-live horse
power engine for their mill and will be
ready in a few days to commence busi-
e sy,

Village Council
ALMA, Mren. Deg, &1, 1585
Hegular weeting of the Common Councll of
the villuge of Alma, Mich, at counc!] room on
above date

Present, Presudent
peil, Keily, Baker,
Truster Glnes, sbsont

The winutes of the |Wst regular
ll?'l A rend and Hpon motion npproved

Ely npd Trustecs Gar
belavan wnd  Montigel

meeling

Ine tollowing clalms wore allowed and the
clerk Instruoted 1o wsue ordors for sumie ;
I E Snipman night watch Sid
W A Hahiko stt'ys fees 20 50
W Padeiford cow ‘N
CL&EGM Delnvan sup ]
C L& G M Deinvan w o 1AM

Geo s 't-m:u. BUrveyor. 1
C Walker plank 1% 2l

J M Montigel & Co w o, . - LR
| M Montigel & Co s w sup RN
Ine Howe b o o : 2y
Win Constubie, h 0. a2
M O Dullns, stroer oo I
Standard o) Co, 0"
B W Ellison, ho 1
F Kernen, £t and oige iy

H ¥ Thompson, ho ... ‘e I

Auotlon mede and -nu.pnru-d that the clalm
of I W Morton be referred to the committieo
on claimes.  Motion earred,

Motion made und supported that action in
the matter of the daim of J H Lancashire &
o e deterred Indefinttely, Motion varried.

Tho cominittes on Fire Departmeny report
ivlative 1o the matter of re-instating the Almn
Fire Doprrument 10 the Biate Association that
they find that it s the wish of the Department
thnt such sction e taken and that member
whip 10 the Association will be of much bopeft
to the Alma Depurtmont.,

Motion mnde and supported that Vive (§5,00
dollars be appropristed for tho use of o 1w-
pArtmoent in nlmﬁ. AUCH re-instatemont,

Upon motion council ndjourned,

I'. A Ery, Smru A Tesns,
President. Clork
Alln MicH , Jan, 10, 184

Rewular meetidic of the common counecil of
the Village of Alma on sbove date,

There were present President Bly sud U'rus-
Levs (Glnes, Uu.rkl-tl Maontigel, Bakor and Deln-
van. Trustee Keily being absent

The minutes ol the |ast regular meeting
wore road and approved,

"pon motion the following claims were al
lowed and the clerk fostructed to tssue ordors
for same:

Jn; Morrison, oak plank . E

s H Hayti, -uprhu a3 v
\\ A Padeltord, vugineer lnllrr 11 o
I. H Hayt, b o - ol
smith & Giaas, w w o 1 20
M C Dnlias, street com. 12
H J Vermeulen, supplies . |

F EShipman, night watch (LIS [}
John Morton, w w o . 1 %0
Jue Howe, h o, ; 2 (0
I l‘hnmplnrl h o 1w
8 A Tubbu, postage W
Motion made and -uppnrmd thet five hun-
drod ($500,00) dollars be transferred from the
penernl to the water fund, Motlon earrlod,
Trustoe Giass gave notice that at the nexl
ﬂ"ullr moeting ol’ the common council he
would Introd an_ ordinance Lo
L kpown ne (lnllmnw No. 2% of the Village ot
Alma, an ordinanoe granting permissien to the
Gratot (}:mlt{ Telephone Co,, an organization
to erect, maintaln and operate a telephons (o

the Vilinge of Alma,
M

Ou motan crugeil u.uu.umwl
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ERE IT [S

Just what you have been
waliting for . =

BARGAINS

Y '
-IN
-
Dry Goods, Garpefs, Gapes and Jackets
y G PUlY, \UlV,
Having purchased the entire stock of Dry
Goods, Carpets, Capes and Jackets
of F. E. Pollasky
A 'Y Y .
AT A GREAT SACRIFICE
we must and will pedbnes 1l SR ly as possilide, This weans a oreat cut in 1uint':~'_nn-“"l"n|"l"Wnl‘th :
of choiee good We intend 1o =l trictly tirst-class Dry Goods and Carpet store in Alma, and
f_irr*lu 11 nece sy 1o droduce onrselves to thie public through this the  @eatest Slaughter Sale ever
imaugurated o Contread Micl i1,
READ OUR PRIGES ND SEE
™ \
AD OUR PRICES. — COME A .
We propose to make our bargains open the purses of
the closest buyers. For lack of space we quote prices
on but few lines, as follows:
. .
5,000 vards Standaed L St | Children's Heavy Underwear { 4he g
3,000 :\.‘I!'rl" Standard Pring L [l'l Hiwny Undlerwear former price 25¢ 15¢ .
3,000 yardsg Choive Dress Priuf i Ladies Hvavy Underwear, former Iirin' 35¢, 22¢
H1RLY) I.;||’!!_- ('ras=h «dal’ Lol jes }'.llti' .\1.'-“'-' ] Searlet .‘lll'l 11.1‘.‘1}'. f‘ll'ﬂh'!'
300 yards Turkey Red Table Liten 1 >4 price 81,25, i
5,000 yards Outing Flaunel . fo i Ths AlL-Wool Yarn . 30¢
500 yards Shirtinge Flannel, former pri ' 10 1O dozen ALinen "Towels, tormer price 25¢, 14
H00 yards Shirting Flanuel (A former p i ) 00 rolls Batting 2 e
2,000 yards Dyess Gingliaans, forn ! [ 1t . S0 Blankets, white aud gray, former price 75¢, 17c
20 pieces Dress Flaunel arpler priee G - SN yards lugrain Carpet, former price 35¢, 23¢

ASTRACHAN

greatest bargains and

S 0 g e g A e —

MEDLER & ROGERS.

POLLASKY BLOCK, ALMA, MICH.
Cash paid for Eggs and Poultry.

CAPES. former price $18.00, now
PLUSH CAPES AND JACKET
FUR CAPES former price $7.50. now

We guarantee satisfaction to all.

-P-.

A

$11.50
8.00

o, former price $1.200, now
5.00

- -

Come early as the
best goods go first.

& i LN S VNV et -

$ 195,000

WORTH

OF

Clothing, Furnishing
Goods, Trunks, Va

Hats, Caps, etc.

Having sold my entire stoek of Dry Goo
mercantile

balance of my stock and retive from th

Al Mast G

You can buy g
PRICE. Dou't wait as

ool at

your «
”u' |l|--,~1 |h'll'.!'.liil:"

Slasde 512
SIS

WH l'edls0li
I first

F. E. POLLASKY, Alma.

$7.000

| Men’s, Ladies’ and
Children’s Shoes
and Rubbers.

to Medler & Rogers | propose to close out the

Priees G0t No Fignre.

pet what you want at vearly ONE-HALF

lises

elic,

<11t

=, Carpets,
b

1hle Come and

price,




